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   Animal Welfare Matters e-news

    This e-news provides current information relating to animal welfare and ethics 

 Visit 3Rs Animal Ethics Award webpage now!

»  3Rs Award 2017 – Apply now –  Closing 12th June 

»  Important Notices from AEC, AEO and DVCR 

»  PAWES 2017 - New revised programme 

»  Update from the Animal Welfare Office 

»  External review of animal research at UWA     

» 3Rs Animal Ethics Award 2017- Open now for applications – Closing date  is 12th June 2017. 

This award is an initiative by the Deputy Vice-Chancellor (Research), to recognise an individual or group who 
has made an outstanding contribution to the field of the 3Rs (Reduction, Replacement and Refinement) and 
animal welfare at The University of Western Australia. The winner of the award will receive a payment of 
$5000 to their PG account.  

For more information on how to apply and details of previous winners, visit the 3Rs Animal Ethics Award 
webpage. 

Important Notices from the AEC and AEO 

» Amendments to AEC Approvals – Minor and Major – Process Change 

The Animal Ethics Committee (AEC) has changed the way it reviews Amendments – Major and Minor – to 
AEC approved projects. The AEC now requests that Amendments be presented as a change to the 
approved application with Track Changes showing.  The Animal Ethics Office will assist researchers by 
providing the AEC approved application in MS-Word. doc format.  The AEC has developed a simpler 
Amendment Coversheet for Major and Minor amendments. 

Please see: http://www.research.uwa.edu.au/staff/forms/animals 

The AEC approved application and all supporting documents (monitoring, recording sheets etc.) will be 
password protected so that when you make changes they will show as ‘Track Changes’. This process assists 
the AEC when reviewing amendments to your application.  Please contact the Animal Ethics Office to 
determine if your AEC approval should move to the new AEC process as some approvals, due to expire 
soon, will remain on the existing process (aeo@uwa.edu.au).  
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» AEC Reminder – You must hold a current Permission to Use Animals (PUA) 

The Animal Welfare Act 2002 (WA) requires UWA to apply for a licence to use animals for scientific purposes 
and, as part of this licence, to provide an assurance that ALL personnel named on animal projects are 
appropriately qualified and aware of their responsibilities under the Act.  

UWA achieves this through the 'Permission to Use Animals' (PUA) process. The PUA must be renewed 
every five years. PUA expiry dates for all personnel working on a project are listed in the AEC approval letter. 
You can  also contact the Animal Ethics Office (aeo@uwa.edu.au) to check the expiry date of your PUA.  

PUA application forms are available from the website at http://www.research.uwa.edu.au/staff/animals/pua-

pawes#pua-3 and http://www.research.uwa.edu.au/staff/forms/animals. 

Important Notice from the Deputy Vice-Chancellor (Research) 

» Undergraduate Teaching - Use of Animals 

UWA is committed to ensuring that all those involved in animal-based teaching and research are proactive in 
pursuing the principles of Replacement, Reduction and Refinement (the 3Rs).  These principles are 
embodied in the Australian Code for the Care and Use of Animals for Scientific Purposes (8th edition 2013) 
(the Code). In particular, your attention is drawn to the requirement to replace or partially replace the use of 
live animals in teaching. 

 Extract from the Code (§1.18-1.20) 
Replacement 

1.18 Methods that replace, or partially replace, the use of animals must be investigated, considered and, 
where applicable, implemented. 

1.19 Before the use of animals is considered, all existing information relevant to the proposed aim(s), including 
existing databases, must be examined. Replacement techniques that must be considered a include the use of 
epidemiological data; physical and chemical analysis; computer, mathematical and inanimate synthetic 
models, simulations; in vitro systems; non-sentient organism;  cadavers; and clinical cases. 

1.20 Opportunities to replace the use of animals must be kept under review during the lifetime of a project. 
Where relevant and applicable, the outcome of this review must be implemented in current projects and taken 
into account in planning future projects.’ 

To achieve this aim, and to reduce live animal use in undergraduate education, a thorough review of how 
basic principles and key concepts, presented in lectures, can be reinforced using alternative methods must 
be undertaken.  All teachers must consider and source alternative methods to convey or demonstrate key 
concepts to meet existing learning objectives. 

The Deputy Vice-Chancellor (Research), Professor Robyn Owens, appreciates your support ensuring that 
UWA continues to aim for best practice while using animals for scientific purposes. 
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» 

External Review of research involving animals at UWA, 12-16th June 2017 

The University has commissioned a review of research involving animals. This is a 4-yearly review as 
required by the Australian Code for the Care and Use of Animals for Scientific Purposes, to assess the 
institution’s compliance with the Code, and to ensure the continued suitability, adequacy and effectiveness of 
its procedures to meet its responsibilities under the Code.  

During the review, the panel will visit animal facilities, attend an Animal Ethics Committee meeting and meet 
staff responsible for animal care and animal ethics. The panel also welcomes comment from animal 
researchers and others with a connection to animal research at UWA.  This can be written or in person.  If 
you would like to make submission or meet with the panel, please contact  the Animal Ethics Office 
(aeo@uwa.edu.au; Tel 6488 3033/7887).

» New revised Program in Animal Welfare, Ethics and Science (PAWES) 

The PAWES face-to-face workshop has been revised  –  new content, shorter duration, new venue on 
Crawley Campus and now free of charge!   The programme duration is now 3 hours (9am -12 noon) 
with morning tea sponsored by the Office of Research Enterprise. The new venue, in the Zoology Building, 
has been made available by the School of Biological Sciences.  

PAWES is being offered free of charge to UWA staff and students, and adjuncts. 

This revised PAWES will be complemented by co-ordinated Facility and School inductions. The online 
module will remain an integral part of the training process and satisfactory completion of this module 
will  continue to be a prerequisite for attendance at PAWES.  

We also have a new webpage with full details of PAWES dates and registration, and how to obtain 
Permission to Use Animals (PUA).  See  http://www.research.uwa.edu.au/staff/animals/pua-pawes#pawes-
tab. 

If you have any queries regarding PAWES or PUA, please contact the Animal Ethics Office 
(aeo@uwa.edu.au; Tel 6488 3033/7887).  

» Update from the Animal Welfare Office -  New Animal Welfare Officer 

In November 2016, Dr Melissa Lindeman was seconded to the role of Animal Welfare Officer.  While Melissa 
will be available for the majority of the time, she is now supported by Mrs Michele Sharp, one day per week 
and during periods of absence.  Michele has a veterinary degree with a Masters in Science in Wild Animal 
Health and past experience as a Named Veterinary Surgeon under the Animals (Scientific Procedures) Act in 
the UK.  Both Melissa and Michele look forward to working with researchers and animal care staff to ensure 
the highest standards in animal welfare at UWA while achieving the best possible research outcomes. 

The AWO is contactable at awo@uwa.edu.au or by phone (including after hours) on 0428 021 529. 

mailto:aeo@uwa.edu.au
http://www.research.uwa.edu.au/staff/animals/pua-pawes%23pawes-tab
http://www.research.uwa.edu.au/staff/animals/pua-pawes%23pawes-tab
mailto:aeo@uwa.edu.au
mailto:awo@uwa.edu.au
http://www.research.uwa.edu.au/staff/animals/pua-pawes%23pawes-tab


Other Notices
» Need help with your AEC Application? 

Hints and tips on completing AEC applications 

Time/Date:    12.30-1.30pm - Every Wednesday   
Location:       Room 2.09, North West Wing of Admin Building 
Contact:        vets-research@uwa.edu.au 

For further details and map see AVWA webpage. 

» Compulsory pre-review of AEC applications drafted by first time authors. 

If this is the first time you have prepared an application for submission to a UWA AEC, please be aware that 
you are required to arrange a compulsory preparatory review of your application by an Animal  Welfare  and 
Veterinary Advisor (AWVA) before you submit the documents to the AEC. 

For further information and advice, contact the Animal Welfare and Veterinary Advisor. 
E-mail: vets-research@uwa.edu.au 

» Monitoring animal wellbeing - Resources 

Monitoring of animal wellbeing in research and teaching studies is essential and full details must be included 
with all AEC applications. Animal Wellbeing Monitoring standardised package is available. If you need 
assistance selecting monitoring metrics for your study, contact the Animal Welfare Veterinary Advisor. 

While you are completing the Animal Monitoring Templates, watch the 
short (18 minutes) training video which provides step-by-step instructions 
on how to fill in the monitoring templates and create monitoring sheets 
tailored to your project.  Email: training-vetservices@uwa.edu.au - you 
will receive an autoreply with a link to the video. 

 June /July Key Dates 
JUNE 

30 
Program in Animal Welfare, Ethics and Science – PAWES 
The next PAWES course  is on Friday 30th June. For further details see webpage. 

JULY 
3 Submission deadline for next Blue AEC meeting (on 20th July) 

JULY 
10 

Submission deadline for next Green AEC meeting (on 27th July) 

Contact Information 

Animal Ethics 
Room 2.05 

aeo@uwa.edu.au 
6488 3033/7887 

Animal Welfare Officer 
Room 2.07 

awo@uwa.edu.au 
6488 7882 or 0428 021 529 

Animal Welfare and Veterinary Advisor 
Room 2.04 

vets-research@uwa.edu.au 
6488 4700 

Biosafety 
Room 2.14 

biosafety@uwa.edu.au 
6488 4701 
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