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Welcome 
Welcome to the second newsletter of the Not-for-profits UWA Research Group 
(www.research.uwa.edu.au/not-for-profits-uwa). The Not-for-profits UWA 
Research Group (NFPs UWA) was formed by a group of scholars with a deep 
interest in the Not-for-profit sector. With the objective of fostering 
interdisciplinary research, collaboration and engagement with the Not-for-
profit sector, NFPs UWA itself reflects the diversity and significance of the Not-
for-profit sector. As such, the research group is interested in issues ranging 
from the nature and function of the sector, to the performance, governance, 
reporting and regulation of Not-for-profits. 

We are also cognisant of the increasingly blurred boundaries with the 
government and business sectors and so our focus extends to increasing our 
understanding of these important relationships. Our key strengths lie in the 
broad spectrum of sector experience and research inquiry of our researchers. 
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Group News 

NFP Research Network Revived 
NFPs UWA co-convenor Ian Murray has been instrumental 
in re-establishing a not-for-profit researcher 
network. Following the discontinuation of the ACNC 
Research Network last year, Australia and New Zealand 
Third Sector Research (ANZTSR) and the Charity Law 
Association of Australia and New Zealand (CLAANZ) have 
agreed to work together to revive the network with a new 
Not-for-profit Researcher Network. The new network held 
its inaugural quarterly teleconference in June 2019, with 
Professor Oonagh Breen (University College Dublin) 
delivering a guest presentation on charity regulation 
reviews around the common law world. The 
teleconferences run for about 1.5 hours, with the next one 
being planned for September 2019. If you would like to be 
involved, please email admin@charitylawassociation.org.au 

NFPs UWA edit the Third Sector Review 
 NFPs UWA co-convenors, Fiona McGaughey, Ian Murray 
and David Gilchrist, are also the editors of the journal Third 
Sector Review. Third Sector Review is the leading academic 
journal for the sector in Australia and New Zealand and 
publishes peer-reviewed articles of relevance to the sector 
and to researchers.  The next issue will be published in the 
coming weeks and includes papers on Giving Australia.  A 
subscription to the journal is included as part of Australia 
and New Zealand Third Sector Research Inc. (ANZTSR)’s 
membership benefits, register here: 
http://www.anztsr.org.au/membership/.  A link to the 
journal can be found here:  http://www.anztsr.org.au/third-
sector-review/ 

.  

Launch of Research Monograph: Co-
designing Indigenous Benefits Management 
Structures (BMSs) 
NFPs UWA co-convenor, Ian Murray and his team (Ian 
Murray, Joe Fardin and James O’Hara, as advised by Donella 
Raye) launched their findings from a three year research 
project that explores the structure, operation and purposes 
of BMSs, examines key issues in implementation and 
outlines guidelines for best practice in design. With an 
expansion in the number and size of resource and other 
projects affecting Indigenous land in Australia, coupled with 
ongoing recognition of Indigenous interests through Native 
Title and other related processes, the performance of BMSs 
is increasingly significant. The research supports an 
understanding of key issues faced by Indigenous 
communities and other stakeholders in the design and 
operation of BMSs; design guidelines; and structural and 
operational improvements and beneficial features of 
existing BMSs. The launch was organised by the Forum for 
Directors of Indigenous Organisations.  

The research is available on the Centre for Mining, Energy 
and Natural Resources Law website: 
http://www.law.uwa.edu.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0010/3
416590/159433_BMSMonograph_weboptimized_FINAL.pdf 

Research News 

  New NFPs UWA Report: Regulation of the 
Contemporary Not-for-profit  
The report, commissioned by the Charity Law Association of 
Australia and New Zealand (CLAANZ), supported by the 
UWA Public Policy Institute and UWA Faculty of Arts, 
Business, Law and Education, synthesises and analyses 
themes from discussions and presentations at a recent 
summit on NFP regulation. The summit included the 
inaugural CLAANZ keynote lecture by the Hon Robert French 
AC. Key themes are the need for a national scheme for NFP 
regulation, need for red tape reduction and need to focus 
the ACNC’s second object on supporting the sector. The 
report and further information about NFPs UWA is available 
at http://www.research.uwa.edu.au/not-for-profits-uwa 
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Centre for Social Impact UWA (CSI UWA) 
Following the release of their report on a state-wide 
strategy on homelessness last year, CSI have been busy 
working to end homelessness in Western Australia. CSI have 
been involved in reporting on the state of homelessness in 
Western Australia and the important program and initaitves 
aimed at ending homelessness in WA. CSI are involved in 
supporting the development of action plans using specialist 
co-design facilitators and deceloping co-design toolkts and 
other tools and resources and training to build the capacity 
of agencies to incorporate co-desigin into their response to 
ending homelessness. More information on the work that 
CSI are doing to end homelessness can be found here: 
https://www.csi.edu.au/research/project/ending-
homelessness-western-australia/ 

NFP Advocacy  
NFP advocacy is currently a very topical issue, especially 
following Minister Seselja’s comments in the Australian 
newspaper in early August (‘Seselja Flags Crackdown on 
Lawless Charities’). Where does the boundary lie between 
pursuing a charitable purpose through advocacy and protest 
and having an illegal purpose? A recent paper in the Oxford 
Commonwealth Law Journal tackles this issue from an 
Australasian 
perspective: https://doi.org/10.1080/14729342.2019.1588479 

Tackling Modern Slavery  
 Large NFPs with an annual revenue of $100 million or more 
will be required to comply with the Modern Slavery Act 
(2018) Cth, smaller NFPs may be asked about their risks of 
modern slavery by larger reporting entities (including 
government), or they may wish to voluntarily sunmit a 
statement under the Act.  Find out more about tackling 
modern slavery at the upcoming symposium at UWA on 16 
September: https://www.eventbrite.com.au/e/symposium-
2019-perspectives-on-modern-slavery-tickets-63368945221 
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Upcoming Events 

Legal Issues for Not-for-Profit Entities 
This four-day short course examines the nature, function, 
governance and regulation of not-for-profit (NFP) entities in 
Australia, with a focus on charities. The unit approaches 
these issues on a life-cycle basis, examining aspects of 
formation, governance, tax and fundraising concessions, 
regulatory requirements and dissolution restrictions 
applicable to NFP entities under statute and the common 
law. The course engages with research, comparative 
perspectives and recent developments in the law to critique 
the extent to which the current framework for NFP entities 
encourages innovative, independent and efficient processes 
and activities for the public benefit, whilst also ensuring the 
accountability and integrity of the NFP sector. In doing so, 
we will examine boundary issues such as the provision of 
private benefits, the commerce/NFP boundary and the 
government/NFP boundary. Lawyers, accountants, 
government officials and NFP personnel will benefit from 
this course. 

Topics include: 

• defining and theorising NFPs and charities 
• formation (tax concessions and legal form) 
• operation of NFPs (governance, regulatory regimes, 
fundraising) 

• M&A in the NFP sector 
• equality and NFPs 
• current boundary issues (private benefit, commerce 
boundary, government boundary) 

This course will be led by Dr Ian Murray. Ian has undertaken 
NFP sector research for over a decade and has a number of 
years’ experience as a legal practitioner advising on NFP 
issues. Ian also has practical experience in the regulatory 
and governance issues faced by NFPs, having been a NFP 
board member, including chairperson, for over 5 years and 
having worked as an in-house lawyer at the University of 
Western Australia. The course will also include a range of 
leading experts as guest speakers, drawn from the NFP 
sector, law firms, academia and regulators such as the 
Australian Charities and Not-for-profits Commission. 

CPD Points are available for this course. 

Date and Time:  Tue., 01/10/2019, 9:00 am – 
   Fri., 04/10/2019, 5:00 pm 
Location:  UWA Law School 
   35 Stirling Hwy 
   WA 6009 

Price:    $1,741.84 - $3,482.59 
Tickets available at: 
https://www.eventbrite.com.au/e/legal-issues-for-not-for-
profit-entities-tickets-64154375464 
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NFPs UWA Accountability Summit November 
2019 
A summit is being planned for 18 November 2019 and 
further details will be provided here closer to the event. 
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