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  Animal Welfare Matters e-news
     This e-news provides information relating to animal welfare and ethics, and the University Closedown period

         Professor Tim Colmer

» Professor Tim Colmer appointed as new Chair
for UWA Animal Ethics Committees (AECs)

» Annual reports – Submit now!
(Due date 18th January 2019)

» Important Notices from AEO, AEC & DVCR
» Key Information for 2019

 (Including AEC Meeting dates and PAWES registration)

» 
New Chair for UWA Animal Ethics Committees

Professor Tim Colmer has commenced his appointment as Chair of UWA’s Animal Ethics Committees.

We look forward to working with Professor Colmer and the members of the Animal Ethics Committees. We thank our Committee
members for the important work they do.

Professor Colmer is a plant physiologist in the UWA School of Agriculture and Environment, Faculty of Science. He has some
basic knowledge of animal science from coursework studies during his BSc. (Agric. 1A Hons, UWA), but specialised in plant
science during his PhD (Plant Biology, University of California, Davis) and career.

His research focus in on plant adaptation to salinity and flooding. Studies range from cellular to eco-physiological processes, to
gain an integrative understanding of whole plant adaptation. His research has elucidated various adaptive traits for stress
tolerance in a range of crops (grains and pulses), pastures, wetland plants, and halophytes. His research team have studied
responses of plants to combined flooding and salinity. Collaborative, multi-disciplinary research involves PhD students and
projects with local, national and international scientists. He has a strong publication record, and has made significant
contributions to coursework teaching, student project supervision and leadership roles during his > 20 years as an academic at
UWA. Previous roles include: Faculty Associate Dean for Teaching & Learning, Coordinator of Master of Agricultural Science,
and Head of School of Plant Biology. He is a past President of the Australian Society of Plant Scientists, is Australasian Editor of
Annals of Botany (2001- ), and a Handling Editor for the Journal of Experimental Botany (2011- ). He is currently the Acting Pro
Vice-Chancellor (Research).

We thank the outgoing Chair, Professor Hugh Barrett, and the Deputy Chair, Dr Kirk Feindel, for their excellent 
contribution and dedication.

Important Notices from the Animal Ethics Office

»

»

University Closedown: The Animal Ethics Office will be closed over the official closedown period from Friday 21st
December and reopen on Monday 7th January 2019

The Animal Welfare Officer (AWO) is available throughout the closedown period. If you require assistance, please call
and/or text 0428 021 529

» Reminder:  Annual Reporting of Animal Statistics for the period 1 January – 31 December 2018

Annually, each Chief Investigator (or nominated co-investigator) is required to complete and submit the following reports:

1. Annual Progress Report for 2018
2. Animal Use Statistics (WA Government spreadsheet) for animal use in the state of Western Australia only.

A Guide to the Animal Use Statistics Report is also available to assist you completing the Government spreadsheet.

You are required to report on all animal species approved by the AEC for each AEC project.
Where no animals have been used during the year, reports must be submitted as a ‘Nil’ return.
If you have already completed your animal use for 2018, you may submit the report forms without delay.

Both report forms must be submitted to aeo@uwa.edu.au by 18th January 2019

Further information is available on the Animals and Research website – Reporting
http://www.research.uwa.edu.au/staff/forms/animals

NB: The term ‘Death as an endpoint’ is frequently misused within annual reports and AEC applications. This term has a very
specific definition in The Code (see here), and does not mean humane killing as planned in a project.

mailto:aeo@uwa.edu.au
http://www.research.uwa.edu.au/staff/forms/animals
https://nhmrc.gov.au/about-us/publications/australian-code-care-and-use-animals-scientific-purposes



NOTICEBOARD

AEC DATES for 2019 Meeting dates for AECs (Blue and Green) – click here

PAWES 2019 Program in Animal Welfare, Ethics and Science (PAWES)
Dates and registration details on PAWES webpage

Help with AEC
applications

Hints and tips workshops recommence 19th January 2019
For further details and map see AVWA webpage

Animal Ethics Office staff are available to assist you with any queries:

Denise Hockley (6488 7887) and Jennifer Grant (6488 3033), or email aeo@uwa.edu.au

 
 Important Notices from the AEC & DVCR   

  

» Requirement for use of aseptic technique for all recovery surgical procedures

The Australian code for the care and use of animals for scientific purposes, 8th Edition, 2013 states that, "The wellbeing of
animals that have undergone surgical procedures must be supported and safeguarded by...using aseptic procedures if the animal
is expected to recover from surgery (3.3.16 ii) and ensuring that all procedures conform to accepted standards of veterinary or
medical practice (3.3.16 iii) ".

To support this, the DVCR, Professor Robyn Owens, has funded a series of workshops aimed at providing the necessary
knowledge to understand the principles of aseptic technique, and to be able to implement these practices when performing
recovery surgical procedures in rodents.  The workshops were delivered by an external provider, Dr John Inns,  on the 13th and
14th December 2018, and 67 participants successfully completed the practical sessions. Congratulations!                 

Special thanks to AWO, Dr Melissa Lindeman, and ACS Lead Veterinary Nurse, Helen Kershaw, for all their efforts in
coordinating such a successful series of workshops.

Similar workshops for UWA personnel working with larger animals are planned for early 2019.

    

» Inter-Institutional  Agreements (IIA)
Projects involving more than one institution and/or animal ethics committee?

UWA and the Harry Perkins Institute of Medical Research (HPIMR) have entered into an Inter-Institutional Agreement whereby
the institutions have agreed to terms for situations where a Chief Investigators intends to hold animals at facilities of both UWA
and HPIMR.

The IIA sets out the terms and conditions for situations that do not require a full application to both AECs (UWA and HPIMR), i.e.,
animals are held primarily at one licenced facility, but as part of the project animals may be held short-term at the other institution
for no more than two nights.

Where a Chief Investigator intends to hold animals at the licenced facilities for more than two nights in each instance, an approval
for a full application to both the UWA AEC and the HPIRM AEC is required in accordance with clause 2.6.4 of the Code.

If you have any queries regarding IIAs, please contact the Animal Ethics Office or email aeo@uwa.edu.au.

  
  

» 3Rs Animal Ethics Award 2018 Winners

This year two awards were presented, one by each AEC.

AEC Blue 3Rs Award Winner:  Associate Professor Aleksandra Filipovska, Ms Kara Perks and Associate Professor Oliver
Rackham, of the Centre for Medical Research, School of Molecular Sciences and School of Medicine and Pharmacology.

AEC Green 3Rs Award Winner: Dr Harriet Paterson of the Centre for Excellence in Natural Resource Management (Albany
Campus).

Congratulations to our winners!  For further information on these annual awards, see the UWA 3Rs webpage.

  
  

»

SomnoSuite Low-Flow Anaesthesia System for Mice & Rats - available to trial

Through the support of the outgoing AEC Chair, Professor Hugh Barrett, we  have been able
to secure funding to purchase a SomnoSuite system. This is an innovative low-flow
anaesthesia delivery system designed specifically for mice and rats. The system combines a
computerised vaporiser, temperature monitor and homeothermic warming, pulse oximeter,
heart rate monitor, automatic ventilator, and end-tidal CO2 monitor in one small box and it
utilises room air. We have also purchased a surgical platform with LED lighting &
magnification kit. Further details on the products are available here, and you can view a short
demonstration video at this link.

If you would like to have an opportunity try this equipment during 2019,  please contact
awo@uwa.edu.au.

         

         

  
  

» Reminders

·        AEC approval is required before student courses or units involving animal work are advertised.

    

     

http://www.research.uwa.edu.au/staff/animals/ethics-committee
http://www.research.uwa.edu.au/staff/animals/pua-pawes#pawes-tab
http://www.research.uwa.edu.au/staff/animals/veterinary-advisors
mailto:aeo@uwa.edu.au
mailto:aeo@uwa.edu.au
http://www.research.uwa.edu.au/staff/animals/animal-ethics-award
https://www.kentscientific.com/products/somnosuite/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WbS_TpQFZzc
mailto:awo@uwa.edu.au


                                                                        Contact Information

Animal Ethics
Room 2.05

aeo@uwa.edu.au
6488 3033 / 7887

Animal Welfare Officer
Room 2.07

awo@uwa.edu.au
6488 7882

0428 021 529

Animal Welfare and Veterinary Advisor
Room 2.04

vets-research@uwa.edu.au
6488 4700

Biosafety
Room 2.14

biosafety@uwa.edu.au
6488 4701

Monitoring animal
wellbeing

Video to help you design monitoring sheets
Email training-vetservices@uwa.edu.au for link to the video or see AVWA webpage

Previous editions of the Animal Welfare Matters e-newsletters are available here.
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