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Chief Investigator
Name of School/Centre, Mxxxx
The University of Western Australia
35 Stirling Highway, Crawley WA 6009
Tel:	
Email:	
www.xxx.uwa.edu.au

Online Survey Participant Information 

Project title: 
Name of Researchers: 
(If this is a student’s study, ensure that participants are informed of this and that the level of study and supervisor are specified.)
Invitation: 
“You are invited to participate in a project of xxxx.  You are asked to take part in this project because xxxx (reason why the prospective participants receive this invitation).”
Aim of the Study (What is the project about?)
Give a brief introduction of the study in lay language.
What does participation involve?
Give a detailed description of exactly what you are asking participants to do – e.g. complete surveys, be interviewed, attend a focus group, give tissue samples etc.in plain language.  Specify the time frame associated with the participation including the estimated length of time for the completion of any surveys. 
Voluntary Participation and Withdrawal from the Study
Please emphasize the voluntary nature of the participation.  Note that participants can withdraw from the study at any time, without giving an explanation (or it should be explained, for studies for which participation occurs anonymously that withdrawal is not possible or only possible prior to permanent removal of linkage between identifying data and the study data).  Note that data will be destroyed after withdrawal unless otherwise agreed.  Separately note that there will be no consequences / no effect on their treatment / service associated with their withdrawal.  This section needs particular attention if any participants are in a potentially dependent relationship with any of the participants (supervisor, employer, patient-clinician, student-teacher) 
Your privacy 
Please emphasize the privacy and confidentiality of participants, for example by stating that  “your participation in this study and any information you provide will be treated in a confidential manner-.”, or   “Information from this project will be published but your name and identifying details will not be used in any publication arising out of the research without your consent” or  “The data will be kept in a non-identifiable format, in a password protected computer or a secure server for minimum seven years”.  
Possible Benefits
State clearly any immediate benefits which the participant might receive or possible benefit to others/science community in the future. Please take care not to overstate benefits. Explain how participants may access the study results, once complete.
Possible Risks and Risk Management Plan
Clearly outline the possible risks; alternatively include a statement that there are no foreseeable risks associated with the research.
Provide a risk management plan in the event that participants are harmed or distressed, such as advising resources for distressed participants to seek professional help, or if results of medical tests are relevant to the health of the participant. 
Reimbursement (include this section only if relevant)
If participants will be reimbursed or rewarded in any way for their participation, state it clearly here.  For example, participants will be offered a $10.00 shop voucher / cash.
Contacts
If you would like to participate or discuss any aspect of this study please feel free to contact either xxx on (work) Ph xxx or xxx on mobile xxx.  
Approval to conduct this research has been provided by the University of Western Australia, in accordance with its ethics review and approval procedures.  Any person considering participation in this research project, or agreeing to participate, may raise any questions or issues with the researchers at any time.  In addition, any person not satisfied with the response of researchers may raise ethics issues or concerns, and may make any complaints about this research project by contacting the Human Ethics office at UWA on (08) 6488 4703 or by emailing to humanethics@uwa.edu.au. All research participants are entitled to retain a copy of any Participant Information Form and/or Participant Consent Form relating to this research project.
Consent Statement
I have read the information provided and any questions I have asked have been answered to my satisfaction. I agree to participate in this research project, realizing that I may withdraw at any time without reason and without prejudice.

I understand that all identifiable information that I provide is treated as confidential and will not be released by the investigator in any form that may identify me unless I have consented to this.  The only exception to this principle of confidentiality is if this information is required by law to be released.

Additional Notes: The possibility of withdrawal at any stage should be modified in studies that collect anonymous information (i.e. the study has no information about the identity of the participant).  In this situation the third sentence of the first paragraph should be modified to read: “I agree to participate in this research project but withdrawal is not possible once data are submitted”

I consent to participate in this research project Yes   No  
(If they respond ‘No’ exit the survey)

