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              Introductory Message from Robyn Owens  

“Veterinary Services (VS) will provide support for researchers across 
all areas of the university. The primary role of VS is to provide 
veterinary services in the care and husbandry of animals, to advise 
researchers on the preparation of animal ethics applications, and to 
provide training and education to researchers and technicians in the 
use of animals for research. Each member of the VS team will have 
specific technical expertise but it is expected that coverage of roles 
will be provided during team members’ absences.”   

Watch for new Veterinary Services webpages coming soon.  

 

AEC NEWS 

Letter from the AEC Chair on 
changes to AEC process and 
forms. Page 4 

MONITORING 

Monitoring animals-the key 
things you need to know. 

Pages 5-6 

ANZLAA 2013  

Conference to be held in Perth 
4th- 6th September.     

Page 7 

AEC Applications - general 
administrative & policy queries 

AEC applications - veterinary 
advice on content or animal use 

in projects 
 

Training – PAWES Course 

Notifications to the Animal 
Welfare Officer 

For veterinary clinical assistance 
or attendance 

Training – Practical Skills 

I have a question…..?  
Who should I contact? 

Click on relevant box for email link 

Veterinary Services Team 
introduced at UWA 

Winter 2013 

 

New Code of  Practice 
released – see Pages 2 & 3 
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Australian code for the care and use of animals for scientific purposes 
Release of 8th edition, 2013 

 

Note that the code will not be provided in printed form but will be available as PDF or 
HTML versions; 

Click below for PDF & HTML versions of the Code: 

• Australian code for the care and use of animals for scientific purposes 8th edition (2013) (PDF 2013, 450KB) 
 
• Australian code for the care and use of animals for scientific purposes 8th edition (2013) (HTML version) 

 
 

The NHMRC website also provides additional resources which highlight 
the major changes and modified sections: 

• Mapping - 7th and 8th editions (PDF,426KB) 
 
• Overview of major changes - 7th and 8th editions (PDF,467KB) 
 
• Australian code for the care and use of animals for scientific purposes 8th edition (2013) - presentation to 

ANZCCART Conference 25 July 2013 (PDF, 353KB) 

The NHMRC has released the new (8th) edition of the 
Australian code for the care and use of animals for 
scientific purposes (the Code).  

The Code is endorsed by the National Health and 
Medical Research Council (NHMRC), the Australian 
Research Council, the Commonwealth Scientific 
Industrial Research Organisation and Universities 
Australia. It replaces the Australian code for the care and 
use of animals for scientific purposes, 7th edition 2004. 

Compliance with the Code is a prerequisite for receipt of 
NHMRC funding. NHMRC expects Administering 
Institutions to be working towards compliance with the 
8th edition of the Code following its release on 24th July 
2013. Information on the transition period to full 
compliance will be provided in due course. 

See letter from Warwick Anderson, CEO of  NHMRC on 
Page 3. 
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Release of the Australian code for the care and use of 
animals for scientific purposes 8th edition (2013) 

Dear colleague 

I am pleased to release the 8th edition of Australian code for the care and use of animals for scientific purposes. 

The new edition of the Code provides clearer, stronger and up-to-date information on the ethical, humane and 

responsible care and use of animals for scientific purposes. It outlines the governing principles and ethical 

framework to guide the decisions and actions of all those involved and in all situations where animals are used. 

Australia has a strong ethical framework to protect animals that may be used for scientific purposes. NHMRC has 

been leading the development and revision of guidelines for the welfare of animals in research for over 40 years. 

Through regular reviews using a strong collaborative approach, NHMRC has ensured that these guidelines 

continue to be relevant for all circumstances, accurate, based on contemporary scientific knowledge, and reflecting 

international best practice. 

An obligation to respect animals underpins the Code. Any use of animals must be justified, must have scientific or 

educational merit, must be beneficial to humans, animals or the environment and must be conducted with 

integrity. 

The Code continues to require researchers and ethics committees to ensure that the 3Rs are considered and 

applied: 

• Replacement, where animals may be used only if there is no valid alternative; 

• Reduction where, if the use of animals is needed, the minimum number must be used; and 

• Refinement where, if the use of animals is needed, the techniques must be refined to reduce the adverse impact 

on animals. 

The new edition of the Code is endorsed by the Australian Research Council (ARC), Commonwealth Scientific 

Industrial Research Organisation (CSIRO) and Universities Australia. 

In developing the new edition of the Code, the strong consultative process used by NHMRC has ensured input 

from the community as well as key stakeholders including animal welfare organisations (RSPCA and Animals 

Australia), researchers and teachers, institutions, members of animal ethics committees, state and territory 

governments, relevant commonwealth government departments, ARC, CSIRO and Universities Australia. 

The 8th edition of the Code is available on the NHMRC website. 

Warwick Anderson AM.  Chief Executive Officer, National Health and Medical Research Council 
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Letter from the AEC Chair 

“Dear Animal Users 

Both existing researchers and those new to preparing 
animal ethics applications occasionally experience 
teething problems, most of which are of a technical 
nature and could be easily avoided if the authors of 
the applications were aware of the requirements in 
advance. 

I would like to suggest, therefore, that we adopt a 
proactive approach to alleviating as many of these 
minor difficulties as possible, thereby saving time and 
avoiding unnecessary delays for everyone 
concerned.  Specifically, I would like to recommend 
that in preparing applications, the research community 
makes more use of the free consultation services that 
are available from the Animal Welfare Veterinary 
Advisors and the staff of the Animal Ethics 
Office.  The contact details are as follows: 

Animal Welfare and Veterinary Advisors (AWVAs) 
(Dr Deirdre Bourke or Dr Melissa Lindeman) – 6488 
4700 / 4549.     

Animal Ethics Office (AEO) (Ms Denise Hockley, 
Ms Jennifer Grant or Ms Jean Needle) – 6488 7887 / 
2516 / 3033.    

The AWVAs tend to focus on the veterinary and 
scientific content of applications, especially with 
respect to requirements for monitoring, analgesia, 
anaesthesia and euthanasia; whereas the AEO staff 
tend to focus on the most administrative aspects of 
applications, including compliance with the legal 
requirements set out in the Animal Welfare Act and 
NHMRC Code.  However, any of these officers are able 
to case manage all of the areas of an application. 

The AWVAs hold regular Hints and Tips Workshops 
and are also available to meet with research teams 
and guide them through the various requirements by 
appointment.  I do think that this may save many 
more hours than the time cost involved up front. 

More specifically, here are two important updates:   

Section 8: Overview of the Project 

The requirement that ‘this section must not be more 

than one A4 page’ has been in place for some 
time.   Unfortunately, due to the significant number 
of applicants ignoring the instruction, it has become 
necessary for the AEC to direct the Animal Ethics 
Office not to process any application where the one 
page limit for section 8 is exceeded or where the font 
size is less than 10 point, to be effective from 1 April 
2013.   Applicants are also reminded that, as per the 
instructions, ‘It is important to use lay language to 
ensure that all AEC members understand the 
proposed project.’ 

Section 9:  Animal Summary – Justification of 
Number of Animals Requested 

A new information resource, entitled Approaches to 
Evaluating Numbers, is available to assist applicants in 
their dealings with the AEC over statistical issues.  It 
covers the problem areas most frequently questioned 
by the Committee.  This resource is available at the 
Animals and Research website, listed under 
Miscellaneous, at 
http://www.research.uwa.edu.au/staff/forms/animals  

Standard Operating Procedures 

In May 2013, the AEC approved a process for the 
review of researcher SOPs.  The SOP – researcher use 
template is available from the Animals in Research 
website at 
http://www.research.uwa.edu.au/staff/forms/animals 

A researcher may submit an SOP in one of two ways: 

1.     Application specific.  Therefore only 
applicable to the specific application. 

2.      SOP to be made available for general use – 
these can be submitted with an application for 
general use or submitted to the office at any 
time for review by the Researchers Standard 
Operating Procedures Review Committee 
(recently formed), provided they are submitted 
on the AEC SOP template.   

Both the research community and the AEC have 
highlighted the need for greater promotion of the 
potential for developing SOPs to the research 
community.”   

Winthrop Professor C. D'Arcy J. Holman 
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             Monitoring Animals in 

            Research and Teaching Project 

          The New Code requirements  
              & what you need to know    

What is monitoring? 

The National Health and Medical Research 
Council’s Australian code of practice for the care 
and use of animals for scientific purposes, 8th 
Edition 2013 (The Code) has been released.  The 
underlying principles are consistent with the 
existing Code; however there is an increased 
focus on competency and the word “should” has 
been replaced by “must”. 
 
The Code defines monitoring as “measures 
undertaken to assess, or to ensure the assessment 
of, the wellbeing of animals in accordance with 
the Code.  This occurs at different levels 
(including those of investigators, animal carers 
and animal ethics committees).”   
 
Responsibilities under the new Code 
 
Institutions are required to promote compliance 
by providing “adequate resources to ensure the 
AEC and people involved in the care and use of 
animals can meet their responsibilities, including 
monitoring animals”.  Institutions are required to 
ensure that guidelines for the “monitoring and 
assessment of animals” are to be “developed in 
consultation with the AEC, approved by the 
AEC, and implemented and promoted within the 
institution”. 
  
The Code also stipulates that the institution 
“must identify clear lines of responsibility, 
communication and accountability by ensuring 
that a person is responsible for the well-being of 
animals at any given time and is clearly 
identified”.  The code expects “monitoring by 
competent people” and that the “scope of day-to-
day monitoring must be clearly outlined and 
communicated to all parties”.   

 
The AEC must “monitor the care and use of 
animals, including housing conditions, 
practices and procedures involved in the care 
of animals in facilities” by “inspecting 
animals, animal housing and the conduct of 
procedures, and/or reviewing records and 
reports.”  The full extent of the AEC 
responsibilities is described in Section 2.3.17 
to 2.3.23. 
 
Investigators: 
• Are required to have “procedures in place 

for the monitoring and managing of 
animal health” from the planning stage of 
their project. 

• Must provide “details of how the well-
being will be monitored and assessed 
throughout the project, the frequency of 
monitoring and assessment, the actions to 
be taken if problems are identified, and the 
criteria for intervention points and 
humane end-points”.    

• Are responsible for ensuring animal 
monitors are competent and 
“knowledgeable about the normal 
behaviour and signs of pain and distress 
for the species” or are “under the direct 
supervision of a competent person”.  
Those responsible for monitoring must be 
clearly identified. 

• Must “take steps at all times to safeguard 
the wellbeing of animals by avoiding or 
minimising known or potential causes of 
harm” by:  
o Ensuring “that animals are monitored 

and assessed at all stages of the project 
for signs of pain and distress, including 
deviations from normal behaviour.” 
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o Conducting assessments at “a frequency 
sufficient to detect such signs at an early 
stage, as determined by the procedure, and 
ensure that the planned end-points are 
detected.”   

o Keeping records of monitoring and 
assessment of animal well-being. 

o Taking “prompt action” in accordance with 
“intervention points and humane end-points 
approved by the AEC”.  

o Clearly outlining the scope of monitoring 
and “communicating to all parties” 
including animal carers. 

o Regular reporting on “the monitoring of a 
new animal line at a frequency determined 
by the AEC.” 
 

Animal Facilities Managers and Animal 
Carers have the same responsibilities in terms 
of frequency of assessments, competency, 
record keeping, interventions and reporting to 
the investigator and the AEC. 

 

More detailed information about monitoring 
methods, assessment criteria and actions etc. 
are available in Section 3.1.21 to 3.1.28. 

 

The UWA AEC recently endorsed a Monitoring 
Sheet Development Package  which is now available 
at http://www.research.uwa.edu.au/staff/forms/animals 
 

The first COVER SHEET document provides a 
framework that stimulates you to provide 
information on relevant welfare monitoring 
metrics and intervention points. 
The second document provides examples of 
welfare monitoring criteria for rodents.  This is 
not a complete list and you may need to include 
criteria that are more directly relevant to your 
project.  It does provide some general monitoring 
criteria and a simple scoring system and these can 
be cut and pasted into your COVER sheet.  The 
AWVAs are available to assist with developing 
criteria for other species such as wildlife, fish, 
marine creatures, production and other laboratory 
species. 
The third document is the RECORDING sheet.  
It is a requirement of the AEC that monitoring 
sheets are kept with the animal being monitored. 

For information about anaesthetic monitoring requirements 
please see Sections 3.3.11 to 3.3.12 of the new Code or contact 
the AWVAs.   

 

 

Thank you to everyone who completed 
the Zebrafish survey in January.  The 
feedback from this survey lead to the 
formation of a small Zebrafish User  
Group and resulted in the development of 
a Linkage Infrastructure, Equipment and 
Facilities (LIEF) bid which was submitted 
in April.  This is a bid for ARC funds to 
set up an international standard, multi- institutional Zebrafish facility in WA that will be based at 

UWA.   

A two-day visit from Jason Cockington (Aquatics Manager, Biological Resources, University of 
Queensland) provided an opportunity to share in his experiences with different tank systems, to learn 
about potential issues and to provide a realistic facility design for the LIEF bid.    

 

 Monitoring Animals in Research & Teaching Projects (continued) 
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The Animal Ethics Office (AEO) is 
pleased to advise that the Ethics and 
Regulations online module, required 
for obtaining Permission to Use 
Animals (PUA), has been updated.     

The revised module is titled 
“Introduction to working with animals in 
research and teaching at UWA”. 

Please use the link below to 
commence the module 

http://onlinemodule.articulate-
online.com/5629361854 

The one day course will remain as the 
Program in Animal Welfare, Ethics 
and Science (PAWES). 

For any queries regarding PUA, 
please contact the AEO on 6488 2516 
or aeo@uwa.edu.au  

 

 

 

 

     

 

Training Information 
Courses, Workshops & Conferences 

                      

 

 

 
 

Perth is host to the annual 
ANZLAA (Australian and New 
Zealand Laboratory Animal 
Association) Conference from 
4-6th September 2013.         

The conference will offer a range of exciting local and 
international speakers with extensive experience in 
laboratory animal medicine and welfare, anaesthesia and 
research facilities management.  

Preceding the conference are two workshops: 

 Necropsy Workshop.  A 4 hour ‘wet workshop’ 
which will provide a select group of 15 
participants the opportunity to conduct a mouse 
necropsy dissection under the watchful eye of one 
of the region’s foremost small animal 
pathologists, Dr Ralph Bunte from Duke 
University, Singapore. 
  

 Facility Managers' and Veterinarians' 
Contingency Planning Workshop.  This is 
specifically targeted at veterinarians, facility 
managers and supervisors and includes 
discussions around a range of topics such as 
animal health, facility management and staff 
training and development. 

For further details and to register please visit the 
conference website at www.anzlaaconference.org  

 

ANZLAA Conference and 
Workshops  4-6th Sept 2013 

Permission to Use Animals       
                 (PUA) 

AEC  APPLICATION DEADLINES 

Submission by Meeting date 

16th August 5th September 

13th September 3rd October 

 

  Upcoming courses ….. Click titles for further details!  
 
****  ALBANY CAMPUS  **** 

         19th /20th November 2013 
Research Services Ethics Workshop  
 (Includes sessions on Animal Ethics, 
Human Ethics Research Conduct & 
Biosafety) 

PAWES 
COURSES 

 
22nd August 
17th October 

           ****   OTHER COURSES  **** 

28th Aug        Euthanasia Workshop 
 4th Sept         2050 Food Lecture Series               

9th Sept        Masterclass with Marian Dawkins                  
                           (Consciousness in Animals) 
10th Oct          2050 Food Lecture Series                  
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The Animal Welfare and Veterinary Advisors 
also provide opportunities for individual or 
group meetings to discuss your project or AEC 
applications. 

 

 

“Obtaining animal ethics approval at the start of my PhD project was one of those tasks that seemed troublesome 
and, at times, overwhelming. After a substantial amount of time trawling through journal articles, past 
applications and hearsay without getting much closer to knowing what was needed in an ethics application I 
resorted to doing something that should really have been one of my first actions; I asked the Animal Welfare and 
Veterinary Advisors for advice. The Animal Welfare and Veterinary Advisors ultimately turned out to be the 
biggest help, not just in obtaining my animal ethics approval, but with aspects of my lab work that had not 
crossed my mind previously. They pointed me in the right direction with surgical techniques and anaesthetic 
techniques, provided relevant papers that were of interest, set aside time to walk me through what would be 
needed in the approval itself and how to present it in a way that would be favourable to the committee. 
Ultimately their help was vital to ensuring that my application and approval went through smoothly, quickly 
and on the first try. For anyone trying to write an ethics application (and particularly for people trying it for the 
first time) I strongly recommend contacting the animal ethics veterinary  advisors for help and advice it will save 
a lot of time and a lot of stress.” 
  Peter Derbyshire, PhD Candidate, Zoology 

  

These workshops remain popular and well 
attended.  They will continue on a monthly basis 
in the lead up to an AEC submission closing 
date.   

   Did you know? 

"As a new student and a novel animal user initiating an animal ethics application can be both challenging 
and overwhelming, especially when I have never conducted animal experiment previously. It was 
extremely fortunate to have the Animal Welfare and Veterinary Advisors, Dr Melissa Lindeman and Dr 
Deirdre Bourke who kindly consulted me in person with numerous valuable advice and tips regarding the 
animal ethics application process. The discussion with them not only allowed me to consider my 
experimental plans in a more detailed and holistic fashion but at the same time providing the best animal 
welfare for the animals from a veterinary perspective. I would like to encourage any research student who 
is planning an animal experiment to attend the Hints and Tips seminars organised by the Animal Welfare 
and Veterinary Advisors, Dr Melissa Lindeman and Dr Deirdre Bourke as well as seeking out one-on-one 
advice early in the animal ethics process if required." 
Dr Allen Yu-Yu Wang  MBBS, MS 
PhD student, Ear Science Centre, School of Surgery, UWA 
 

                       HINTS & TIPS  WORKSHOPS 

       How could this help you? 

Some recent feedback  

Read on to find out what some students 
thought about their recent experiences with 
their AEC Applications. 

 

Compiled and presented by          
Deirdre Bourke & Melissa Lindeman 
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